A. L. Beier and Paul Ocobock, ed. Cast Out: Vagrancy and Homelessness in Global and Historical Perspective. Athens: Ohio University Press, 2008. 396 pp. ISBN 978-0-89680-262-9,$24.90 (paper) .
In this ambitious and well-edited collection, A. L. Beier and Paul Ocobock offer a set of essays focusing on vagrancy and homeless encountered in different periods and countries around the world. The global focus of this books is unique, offering a truly international frame through which "to explore the development of vagrancy (or lack thereof) as a common response to managing poverty, labor, and social norms, and how this strategy changed over time and adapted to regional peculiarities" (p. 3). The international focus can seem, at first glance, loosely organized-"contributions straddle seven centuries, five continents, and several academic disciplines" (3)-but each essay taken on its own presents a well-articulated and balanced scholarship the on-going work on vagrancy in history and literary and cultural studies. Much of the traditional work in social history on vagrancy established a critical vocabulary and questions looking at England's Reformation period, which experienced a set of economic and cultural shifts associated with modernization-rise in population, the displacement of agrarian labor due to increased demand for exported wool, piece-meal wage decreases due to inflation. Since Marx, England has been viewed as capitalism's birthplace, where the precarious effects of dismantling demesne production and the ensuing displacement of rural poor were "discovered" in the modern context, as the symptom of larger economic shifts. In many ways, England's "long duree" of urbanization still serves as the unspoken interpretive horizon upon which the historian stands to record the narratives of political and social treatment of the homelessness. And it seems like the historical work done on early modern English reform laws serve something of a training ground for social historians thinking about the nexus of modernization, labor laws, and state responses to poverty.
Cast Out, in its own way, breaks free from the domestic setting of such historical accounts. Vagrancy in the colonial setting is explored in a few essays-David Arnold focuses on the shifts in state intervention in India in late nineteenth century, and in Richard Allen's focus on indentured servitude and the restructuring of the sugar industry Mauritius, and Andrew Burton and Paul Ocobock look at compulsory labor laws in British East Africa. Other essays look at the culture of homelessness in the context of specific frameworks: Linda Woodbridge, for example, reflects on the radical potential of the dramatic character of the disbanded soldier in early seventeenth-century London plays that often voiced antiauthoritarian perspectives. "What if," she asks, "in that tumultuous time, Winstanley and Everard had written plays, attended by the masses? Now there would have been some ruffling" (82). Also of note is Vincent DiGirolamo's essay on the use of homeless children to sell newspapers ("criers") in nineteenthcentury America, and Andrew Gentes's examination of the Russian "broiazhestvo" (Russian for vagabondage) in political exile in Tsarist Serbia. On the surface, this book might strike one as more properly an anthology of different projects, rather than a collection whose essays are in dialogue. What strikes the reader of Cast Out immediately, however, is the surprising valence of analogous themes even through the shifting international frames between periods, cultures, and continents: many countries attempted versions of welfare that had to negotiate particular religious ideals (charity or alms giving), or there were attempts to redefine the contractual nature of indentured labor in keeping with the transition to industrialization, or hospitals shifted their focus from viewing indigent poor as a social disease and to a dysfunction of state assistance in terms of educational or economic assistance. This book will serve as an index of the multivalent nature of current work in social history, literature, and postcolonial studies in vagrancy and homelessness. At the very least, the book provides an indispensible classroom textbook on poverty and vagrancy from a historical perspective.
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